
45

deference to the Registrar, it does certainly appear to me that
his clerks were bound to have supplied the numerous payers of
X2 for the last fortnight with some kind of recognition that they
have taken their money. It maybe "quite unnecessary "-
there may be " no fear of any mistake;" or any other reason
equally satisfactory may no doubt be offered to the gentlemen
who pay : but, after all, it would be more satisfactory to the
mass, more in harmony with us as a " nation of shopkeepers,"
if the gentleman who receives the payment would just append
his initials-if he has not time to write his name-to a printed
form, which would certify to the desired effect.

I am, Sir, yours respectfully,
January, 1859. 

__ _______ 

COMMON SENSE.

REMARKS ON CUPPING.

W. NISBET, M.R.C.S.

To the E(lito2- of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In your journal of the 25th ult. I observe some re-
marks on cupping. Thirty years ago I was accustomed to
dry-cup over the chest by mcZtl1S of a strong common tumbler,
the exhaustion of which I accomplished by lighting a little
loose or carded cotton-wool, hanging over the edge of the
glass, just on its application. At sea, I used lightly to score
the skin with the point of a lancet, and apply a tumbler as
above, with every success in ordinary cupping.

I write these few lines to show how every surgeon has it in
his power at any time to perform cupping in a simple and
efficient manner, as I consider this operation often preferable
to leeches for 10c,1,1 abstraction of blood, to say nothing of its
economy, especially for public charities.

I remain, Sir, yours truly,
Egremont, January, 1859. W. NISBET, 11. R,. C. S.

A MAN’S CHEST TRANSFIXED, COMPLETE
RECOVERY, AND PRESENT CONDITION.

A MOST rare and singular accident occurred in the year 1831, Iand which at the time created great sensation. On the 26th
of February of that year, a man named John Toylor, aged I
twenty, a native of Prussia, was at work as a sailor on board
the brig Ja7ze, of Scarborongh, then in the London Docks; and
while guiding the iron pivot of the trysail mast into the main-
boom, the tackle broke, and the mast, which was 39ft. long
and 600lbs. in weight, descended upon Toylor. The iron pivot I
tore off half his scalp, which fell over his face; then striking
his lower jaw, broke it, and knocked him down; lastly,
piercing his chest obliquely, came out in the. lower part of his
back, and fixed in the deck. When thus transfixed, and other-
wise injured, the man subsequently stated that he felt no pain.
" I was in heaven," said he ; nor was he at all inconvenienced
during the withdrawal of the mast from his body by his fellow-
seamen, but immediately afterwards experienced " unutterable
agony," and at each act of inspiration the air rushed out from
the wound in his chest, proving thereby that the lung was
injured.
He was carried to the London Hospital, where, under the

care of the late Mr. Andrews, one of the surgeons, he so far
recovered in five months from the effects of his severe injuries
as to be able to walk from the hospital to the College of Sur-
geons and back, a distance of some miles. He ultimately re-
turned to his duty as a sailor, and has ever since, during a
period of twenty-seven years, enjoyed, without interruption,
the most excellent health.
We saw him only a few days since, and by personal examina-

tion ascertained that, at the time of the accident, the iron point
of the mast had entered his chest between the fifth and sixth
ribs of the left side, and betwixt the nipple and the sternum.
In that situation may be seen an irregular, depressed cicatrix,
under which the beat of the heart may be both seen and
felt distinctly. This, we presume, is due to adhesion of the
pericardium and heart, for each impulse is also obvious in the
usual situation below the nipple. Both sounds of the heart
are quite healthy. The cicatrix of the wound in the back cor-
responds with the lower ribs, but the man’s muscular develop-
ment is so considerable as to cover the ribs beyond detection.
Toyler states that when in the hospital he frequently saw his
heart beat through the wound in front; and it would appear
that the mast must, on entering his chest, have pushed his
heart aside, and then have passed between it and the left lung,
under its root, and over the surface of the diaphragm, down

to the attachment of that muscle to the lower ribs. The man’s
breathing is quite free. The lower jaw is sound; and the ex-
tensive scalp-wound healed without the slightest displacement
of the skin. An erectile tumour of the lower lip is the man’s
only disfigurement. The iron pivot may be seen in the Museum
of the College of Surgeons, where also may be seen one of the
shafts of a gig, the history of which is similar to that of the-
mast we have recorded.

MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATIONS.

THE LONDON MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATION.- A
meeting of the General Committee of this Association took
place at the British Coffee-house, Cockspur-sureet, Charing-
cross, on Wednesday evening last, when a Report brought up.
from tlie "Vigilance Committee" was read and adopted.
Further particulars will be laid before our readers next week.

MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATION FOR DERBYSHIRE.-
A general meeting of the medical practitioners residing in
Derbyshire, convened by circular, to tiiscuss the subject of

Registration, was held in the Board-room of the Infirmary at
Derby, on the 30th ultimo-J. W. Johnson, Esq., in the chair.
There were twenty-seven gentlemen present, and letters ex-
pressing a desire to co-operate were received from several
who were unable to attend personally.

resolutions were passed, establishing an Association, to be
called the Medical Registration Association for Derbyshire,
and for the carrying out of an efficient system of registration
for that county. 

__

HEREFORDSHIRE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.-A meeting of the
medical men of this county was held at the Hereford Infirmary
on the 28th December-Dr. Bleeck Lye in the chair,-when a
Registration Association was formed with the above title, and
the usual resolutions were passed. Dr. Bleeck Lye was elected
President of the Association. J. E. SMITH, Hon. Sec..

A MEETING of the medical practitioners of Yeovil and its-
neighbourhood was held on December 23rd, for the purpese of
taking into consideration the propriety of forming a local Re-
gistration Association. (See Advertisement.)
A; Association has been formed at Newport, Monmouth-

shire, to carry out Registration under the new Medical Act.

B 
THE Liverpool Registration Association, lately formed, is

also in full operation. (See A dvertiscment.)

Medical News.
PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON-The following is

a list of the officer and council for the year 1859. President:
William Fergusson, Esq. - Vice-Presidents: Dr. T. Watson;
Dr. W. J. Little; Dr. C. J. B. Williams; Dr. J. R. Bennett;
J. M. Arnott, Esq.; John Simon, Esq.; George Busk, Esq.;
Alex. Shaw, Esq.-Treasurer: Dr. Richard (Quain.-Council:
Dr. Wm. Camps; Dr. Theophilus Thompson; Dr. Samuel
Wilks; Dr. T. B. Peacock; Dr. A. W. Barclay; Dr. L. S.
Beale; Dr. W. 0. Markham; Dr. Chas. Murchison; Dr. R. H.
Semple; Dr. J. H. Browne; Dr. E. C. C. Seaton; Jonathian
Hutchinson, Esq.; John Wood, Esq.; T. B. Curling, Esq.;
George Critcnett, Esq.; J. J. Purnell, Esq.; J. C. Langmore,
 Esq.; Thomas Tatum, Esq.; Thomas Ballard, Esq.; Mitchell

Henry, Esq.-Honorary Secretaries: Dr. J. W. Ogle; Henry
Thompson, Esg.-Trustees: Dr. T. B. Peacock; Dr. R. Quain;
George Pollock, Esq.
ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.-On Mondaylast, the pensioners resident at this valuable institution were

entertained at a substantial and sumptuous Christmas repast,

under the direction of John Propert, Esq., treasurer of theCollege. We gladly avail ourselves of this occasion to advocate
the claims of an institution the principle of which appeals to
the warmest sympathies of professional feeling, and to the
noblest dictates of the human heart. The Medical Benevolent
College was expressly founded to meet the wants of all those
of the profession, and their families, who in this transitory life
may be in trouble, need, sickness, or any other adversity.
DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL.-Sir R. P. Glyn, Bart.,has

made the munificent donation of &pound;1000 to this institution.


